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I. 22* In the same way Johnson says of Pope: ' He culti-
vated our language with so much diligence and art, that he
has left in his Homer a treasure of poetical elegances to
posterity. His version may be said to have tuned the
English tongue ; for since its appearance no writer, how-
ever deficient in other powers, has wanted melody.3 (Lives
of the Poets, iv. 180, ed. 1794.)
1. 25. See the preface on 'The Verse' prefixed to 'Paradise
Lost.' Milton quotes as precedents : c Italian and Spanish
poets of prime note,3 and ' our best English tragedies.3 The
Earl of Surrey translated the second and fourth books of
the Aeneid into blank verse; the fourth book was printed
separately about 1548, the second did not appear till 1557
when both were printed together. Warton describes the
translation as fa noble attempt to break the bgndage of
rhyme.' (History of English Poetry, iv. 38, ed. Hazlitt.)
The first tragedy written in blank verse was c Gorboduc/ by
Thomas Sackville, Lord Buckhurst, and Thomas Norton.
It was acted in 1562 and printed in 1565. (Ibid. p. 255.) The
earliest poems written in blank verse are those by Nicholas
Grimoald in Tottel's Miscellany (1557), and Gascoigne's
eSteel Glass' (1576). The poem on Guiana referred to by
Johnson is probably George Chapman's *De Guiana, Carmen
epicum,' published in 1596, prefixed to CA relation of the
Second Voyage to Guiana,3 by Lawrence Keymis. Giovanni
Trissino (1478-1550), who is termed by Hallam 'the father
of blank verse/ published his e Italia Liberata' in 1548.
(Hallam, Literature of Europe; i. 577.)
P. 81, 1. 2. The theory that Milton adopted blank verse
because it was easier than rhyme, had been before put forward
by Dryden: c Neither will I justify Milton for his blank verse,
though I may excuse him, by the example of Hannibal Caro,
and other Italians, who have used it; for whatever causes
he alleges for the abolishing of rhyme, (which I have not
now the leisure to examine,) his own particular reason is
plainly this, ttiat rhyme was not his talent; he had neither
the ease- of doing it, nor the graces of it; which is manifest
in his " Juvenilia," or verses written in his youth, where his